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SHORT ACCOUNT, &e. 



The following article was writtea by a member 
iihe Society of Friends, and therefore expresses thi 
opinions : 

Quakers, or Friends; a Society of Christi 
which look its rise in England about the middle of 
the seventeenth century. — George Fox, a native of 
Drayton, in Leicestershire, was the first minister 
whose preaching was instrumental in convincing 
the people of those religious views which distin* 
gutsh the society, and his disinterested labors were 
(bo successful, that, in a few years, a numerous 
jSociety was gathered in England, and subsequent- 
;iy in America, where the great body of them 
Inow found. He was born in the year 1624, and 
iommenced his ministerial labors in 1647, being^i 
ten in the twenty-third year of his age. He ti 
(veiled much on foot, and, from conscientious 
itivcs, not only refused to receive any compensation' 
br preaching, but defrayed his own expenses. The 
leventeenlh century was distinguished by ihe extra- 

■dinnry interest which pervaded England on 
R)b}eci of religion- Many persons were awnkei 
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to an earnest inquiry, <'What shall we do to be | 
saved?" and not finding, in the moat precise obser- 
vance of the ceremonies of religion, the true peace 
and that victory over sin, which they longed for, 
iliey were induced to seek, by prayer and medita- 
tion, a nearer and more intimate communion with 
the God of iheir lives. They diligently searched 
the Holy Scriptures, and found in those sacred re- 
cords a clear testimony borne to the important 
truth, that " the grace of God, which bringeth sal- 
vation, hath appeared unto all men." Continuing 
in an humble, seeking state of mind, they gradually 
became acquainted with its secret influences on 
their hearts, inclining them to virtue and holiness, 
and warning them against the commission of evil. 
As they submitted to its heart-changing operation, 
they experienced the bondage of sin and the power 
of the tempter to be broken, and received ability to 
live in the fear and favor of God. As George Fox 
was led to bear a clear and convincing testimony 
ru his ministry to the inshining of this divine light, 
and to direct the people to its teachings, his doc- 
trine met with a cordial assent in minds thus hap- 
pily prepared to receive it; and to this cause we 
may attribute the rapid increase of the society of 
Friends. Being thus instructed in the things per- 
taining to salvation, and their understandings en- 
lightened to see the beauty and excellency of the 
Christian religion, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures, 
and knowing by experience the blessedness of being 
" born again of the Spirit," they felt the love of God 
constraining them to declare unto others those things 



which the Lord had done for their souls. Feelings 
of this character, as well as the lielief that they were 
called of God to the ministry of the gospel, induced 
many of them to engage in this solemn undertaking, 
and, without any prospect or hope of pecuniary re- 
ward, to travel extensively in England and foreign 
countries, to promulgate the glad tidings of life and 
salvation. Among the eminent ministersofthesoctely, 
we may notice George Fox, William Penn, Robert 
Barclay, George Whitehead, Stephen Crisp, Isaac 
Pennington, John Crook, Thomas Story, &c. 

The infant socieiy was soon subjected to the rigors of 
a severe persecution, sometimes without the pretext of 
law, and at other times, under cover of legal enact- 
ments, made either in Roman Catholic times, or since 
the reformation against non-conformists. The prin- 
cipal subjects which led to the persecution of the ear. 
!y Quakers were, their testimonies against oaths, a 
hireling ministry, tithes, and other ecclesiastical de- 
mands; the use of the singular pronouns when ad- 
dressing only one person ; their refusal to take olT the 
hat as a compliment to men; and the faithful mainte- 
nance of iheir religious meetings. George Fox was 
one of tlie first who was imprisoned. Id 1649, he was 
conlined in Nottingham gaol, for opposing a minister 
OD a point of doctrine ; and. in the following year, 
being arraigned before two justices in Deibyshire, he 
exhorted those about him to tremble at the word of 
the Lord. One of the justices, scotling at the pious 
advice of the minister, deridingly gave him and his 
friends the appellation of Quakers, which has since been 
generally applied to them by the world, though they 



tbemseives, as we\l as their successors, have adopted 
the name of Friends. The violence of persecution 
only tended to confirm the faith and strengtlien the 
bond of union among the members of the rising so- 
ciety. Its ministers, fearless of suffering, and ardently 
devoted to the cause of Christ, boldly preached their 
doctrines both pubUcly and privately, and were not 
deterred from their gospel labors by the severest pun- 
ishments. The members, with one accord, united in 
strengthening each other's faith, encouraging all to 
continue steadfast to the religion they had espoused, 
and to endure with patience, and even cheerfulness, 
the loss of their estates, imprisonment, fines, whipping, 
banishment from home and country, and even death 
itself, rather than renounce their principles or violate 
their testimonies. 

The spirit of intolerance, which caused the society 
so much suffering in England, spread its baneful influ- 
ence to America, and produced its natural results 
tiiere also; but in neither country could it shake the 
constancy of the sufferers, or induce them to relin- 
quish their conformity to apprehended duty. Their 
patient submission to the wrongs inflicted on tliera, the 
integrity and blaraelessness of their lives, their probity, 
and the peaceable principles which they held, not only 
wrought conviction on the minds of many, and thus 
added to their numbers, but also had a favourable in- 
fluence on those in authority, who saw that severity 
served rather to increase and establish the society 
than to arrest its progress. From these causes, as 
well as the diffusion of more liberal and enlightened 
views on the subject of religious liberty, acts were 



Kcessively passed by the British parliament, relier- 
ig Friends from the oppression under which they ' 
jffered, and tolerating their mode of worship, mar- 
Age, &c., as well as some of their testimonies. The 
line liberal pohcy has been continued by our own 
overnmcntt so that at present they suffer no other 
K>lcs(ation in this country, than the occasional dis- 
raint of their property to satisfy demands made in lieu 
fmilitary services, which they cannot conscientiously 
»y. Id England they are subject to distraints for 
ilhcs and other ecclessiastical demands, which, with 
1 few for military services, amount to about sixty 
housand dollars annually. 

The first Friends that came to America were two 
hinate miniatera, who landed at Boston about the year 
BC8. Others occasionally visited this counlry at 
Hot periods ; and, a number of persons having 
d the principles of the society, George Fox 
r in 1672, and settled meetings of discipline, 
f the care of the poor and the preservation of good 
ider in the church. Atlhis period, there were meet- 
s of Friends in most of the colonics along the sex- 
ist from Massachusetts as far south as the CarolU 
lo 1082, William Penn arrived in the river 
blaware with a large number of his brethren, who 
ided the city of Philadelphia, and settled thenn- 
9 there or in the adjacent counties ; and in each 
pecessivo j'ear their numbers were increased by new 
ktigrants from the mother country, until tiiey formed 
large and respectable colony. Most of the ancient 
•lilies in Philadelphia and its vicinity trace their . 
1 to these settlera, and many of the ooblest ii 



I 



tutions of [hat city owe their rise to the liberality 
benevolence of the society of Friends. 

In attempting to give a view of their testim( 
and doctrines, the limits, necessarily prescribed i 
Encyclopaedia, forbid any thing more than a 
sketch. The society beheves that, under the g( 
dispensation, all wars and fightings arc strictly 
bidden; the positive injunction of our blessed Sai 
Jesus Christ, " Love your enemies, bless them 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and ■ 
for them which despitefully use you and perse 
you," entirely precluding the indulgence of those 
lignant passions, from which only such contests 
arise. They also apprehend that the express c 
mand of our Lord and his apostle James, " Swea! 
at all," prohibits the Christian from the use of jud 
as well as other oaths, and that in all things his \ 
should be ycaand nay, " for whatsoever is more 
this Cometh of evil." As Jesus Christ declared t 
disciples, that without him they could do nothing, 
as he alone is the Head and Governor of his chc 
the society believes that a special call and qualifici 
from him, by the influences of his Spirit on the i 
are necessary to constitute a true minister of 
gospel; and that qs he commanded his disci 
" Freely ye have received, freely give," so the fail 
minister of Christ cannot make merchandise of 
gift received, nor decUne the exercise of it becaui 
may not be compensated by a pecuniary reward. 
being generally admitted that the baptism of w 
and a participation in the outward supper are but 
signs of that essential baptism of the Holy G3 



which our Lord Jesus Christ instituted, and of the 
communion of saints to which he alludes, ^hen he de- 
clared to the apoalle John in the Revelation, " Behold, 
I stand at the door and knock ; if any man hear my 
voice and open the door, I will come in and aup with 
him, and he with me;" and as this spiritual baptism 
and communion are not dependent on tlie outward 
riles,— the society docs not consider these as neces- 
sary, but presses on its members a submission to the 
effectual operations of the Holy Spirit, by which the 
obedient soul is brought to the living esperieoce of the 
substance, of which those ceremonies are but the ex- 
ternal symbols. 

As simplicity and gravity in dress and demeanor 
are consonant with the Christian character, the society 
recommends its members to observe plainness in their 
apparel and the furniture of their houses, an adhe- 
rence to the use of the singular pronouns, " thee and 
thou," when addressing only one person, and the dis- 
use of the customary salutations and tokens of obei- 
sance, lis conduct in these respects arises from the 
apprehension that the contrary practices originated in 
the pride of the human hearl, and have a tendency to 
foster that haughtiness and self-conceit, which it is so 
much the business of the Christian to mortify and 
subdue. 

The doctrines of the society may be stated in a few 
words ; in doing which, it will be proper to observe 
that ils members prefer the use of such terms as are 
to be found in the Holy Scriptures. They believe in 
•God. the Father; in Jesus Christ, his beloved and only- 
bigotten Sod, and in the Holy Ghost, Comforter or 
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spirit of Truth, one true and living God, blessed for 
ever. That these are the holy Three that bear record 
in heaven ; to wit, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost, and that these three are one. 

That in the fulness of time our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ took flesh, was conceived by tlie Holy 
Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary at Bethlehem in 
Judea; that he was crucified under Pontius 'Pilate, 
voluntarily surrendering himself to the ignominious 
death of the cross, and suiTercd for our sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God ; thereby 
becoming the one, great, universal oflering and 
atonement for all mankind. Hence " he is ihe pro- 
pitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but for 
the sins of Ihe whole world ;" and as each individual 
submits to the power of the Holy Spirit, renewing 
and changing the heart, his past transgressions are 
freely forgiven and blotted out for Christ's sake, and 
he comes fully to partake of the benefits of that re- 
demption which was purchased for us by the coming, 
and sufferings, and death, of the adorable Son of Gdd. 

In expressing themselves concerning this glorious 
display of the love of God to fallen man, they in- 
clude a full belief in the deity and manhood of Jesus 
Christ; in his miraculous birth, holy life, mighty 
miracles, death, resurrection, and ascension into glory 
in the iieavens, where he is at the right hand of God, as 
our Redeemer, Mediator, and Advocate with the 
Father, and whence. he shall come to judge tho world 
in righteousness, at the great and final day of judgment 

As the whole human race is naturally fallen, de- 
generate, and spiritually dead, of themselves utterly 
incapable of doing any thing that will tend to theuf 




salvation, so the society believes that all have 
need, and are the objects, of that redemption 
which is freely offered for their acceptance through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. That " the grace of God, 
which bringeth salvation, hath appeared unto aW men/ 
teaching us, that denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously and godly in 
this present world ;" and that obedience to its dictates 
ia essentially neccsaary to enable us to persevere in 
the work of pure and undcfiled religion, and finally 
to receive the end of our faith, even the salvation of 
our souls. 

That there shall be a resurrection, both of the 
just and the unjust, according to the declaration 
of our blessed Lord, " The hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth ; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation," — and that accord- 
ing to the testimony of iho apostle Paul, » It is sown 
a natural body, and raised a spiritual body." 

Although Friends do not call the Holy Scriptures the 
Word of God, but apply this epithet exclusively to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, yet they believe that these sacred 
writings are the words of God, written by holy men, 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost ; that lliey are 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works; 
and that they are able to make wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. They also hold 
them to be the most authentic and perfect declaration 
of Christian faith, and the only &t outward judgs a 



standard in ail religious controversies; and that what' 
ever) either in doctrine or practice, any profess or dO) 
thougii under pretence of the goidance of ihe Holy 
Spirit, if it be contrary to, or inconsistent with, the 
lestimony of the Holy Scriptures, is to be esteemed a 
delusion and error. 

The society is governed by its own code of discipline, 
which is enacted and supported by meetings of four 
degrees, for discipline, viz. preparative, monthly, quar- 
terly, and yearly meetings. The preparative digest 
and prepare the business for the monthly meetings, in 
which the executive power is principally lodged ; sub. 
ject, however, to the revision and control of the quar- 
terly meetings. These are usually composed of several 
monthly meetings, which are accountable to the quar- 
terly, and over which it exercises its judrisdiction and 
care. The yearly meeting comprises a number of 
quarterly meetings, which are subordinate and ac- 
countable to it, and subject to its supervision and direc- 
tion. Its authority is paramount, and it possesses the 
sole power to make or amend the discipline. There 
are at present ten yearly meetings, viz, London, Dub- 
lin, New England, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Virgmia, North Carolina, Ohio, and Indiana, which 
include a total of about one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand members. (For further information, see Sew- 
ell's and Cough's Histories of the Quakers, G- Fox'S 
Journal, Barclay's Apology, Tuke's Principles, Bates*B 
Doctrines of Friends, Evans' Exposilion, Glirnfey^ 
Peculiarities, &c.) 



r 



TN 



